
 

February 13, 2018 
Port of Grays Harbor Small Meeting Room 

1) Routine Business 
a. Attendance:  MRC members in attendance:  Lorena Maurer, Al Carter, Amy Spoon, Kevin 

Decker, Casey Dennehy, Joe Schumacker, Kyle Deerkop, Mark Plackett, Katina Gamleah.  
MRC staff in attendance: Kristina Hollatz 

b. Summary Approval:  January summary approval.  Changes needed; Joe was present on 
the phone and COA needs to be changed to CAO.  Mark motions to approve the 
summary with the noted changes and Al seconds.  Motion passes.   

c. Guest Introductions:  No guests 
d. Administrative Topics: This is a new addition to the agenda.  The purpose is to spend 15-

20 minutes looking at the bylaws and strategic work plan to help strengthen the MRC 
board.   

i. Bylaws:  Membership attendance might need to be addressed.  The MRC 
meetings were meant to be public but membership and attendance are down.    
Seats needing to be filled include 2 Citizen Seats, 1 Science Seat and now a 
Sports Fishing Seat as Shad recently resigned.  Katina might be interested in 
taking over one of the vacant seat positions instead of being an alternate.  
Please look over the bylaws before the next meeting and see if you have any 
suggested changes.   

ii. Strategic Work Plan:  Kyle would like to see the plan revised yearly.  Citizen 
science has always been an interest of the group but recently no citizen science 
projects have been submitted.  Mark would like to see some of the MRC money 
go to helping research.  The MRC Summit is scheduled to be held in Grays 
Harbor this year so the MRC board should begin planning for this event. This 
topic is to be added as a standing topic on the agenda.   Please look over the 
work plan and email back with ideas.  Also, please email the group with any 
projects you remember funding in the past.   

2) Featured Speakers of Topics: 
a. Coast Wide Coordinator meeting with WDFW: Recently all the coastal MRC coordinators 

met and discussed ways to improve coordination between the MRC groups and WDFW.  
After meeting for an hour or so, the coordinators invited Amy Spoon, with WDFW, to go 
over topics discussed and brainstormed ways to improve communication and 
coordination.  One idea that has been implemented is to schedule a bi-monthly call time 
for coordinators to call and ask questions or get assistance from Amy and WDFW.  

b. Education Meeting Report:  2 members from each MRC were present along with 2 PEI 
members.  The purpose of this meeting was to facilitate educational coordination across 
the coast.  The hope of the group is to develop a coast wide educational plan that would 
allow the group to apply for funding and be competitive.   



c. Oil Drilling:  The Quinault Indian Nation is looking deeply into this issue.  The hearing in 
Tacoma was cancelled but a press conference was still held with a great lineup of 
speakers.  The hearing has been rescheduled on March 5th in Olympia at the Red Lion 
Inn.   

d. Approval of Letter on BOEM Proposal:  The corrections requested in the email have 
been added to the letter.  Joe motions to approve the letter and Casey seconds.  The 
motion is approved.   

3) Standing Items 
a. WCMAC/MSP:  The meetings are to focus on Coastal Resiliency and hope to get a couple 

workshops scheduled.   
b. SMP: Lock step with CAO. Grays Harbor County is to approve both at the same time.  

The CAO was tabled at the last meeting due to concerns by local business.   
c. MRC projects and funding 

i. Jon with Coastsavers is moving on to another job so it is unclear where the 
funding request stands. 

ii. Field Trip Applications:  Casey Motions to accept the Simpson Elementary 
funding request and Mark seconds.  Motion passes.   

iii. The Teachers Institute is moving forward.  Facilities have been reserved at Grays 
Harbor College.  The flyers and invitations should be going out soon.  Pacific 
County MRC has indicated they would like to send 8 teachers to the workshop.  
The refreshment budget is $300 so Pacific County MRC might need to match the 
funding.   

4) Member Update: 
a. Lorena Maurer:  As the new chair of the MRC she would like to see the member updates 

morph into something less structured.  Maybe like a popcorn/fireplace type of session.   
b. Katina Gamleah:  Anthony Odell recently came to speak to her students in her class. 

Anthony seems busy and may not be the best fit for a chair position.   
c. Joe Schumacker: Feels that membership and outreach is lacking perspective and the 

board needs to seek out new people for seats. Maybe an article in the newspaper about 
the MRC would be beneficial.   

d. Amy Spoon:  The MRC should look at a potential partnership with The Chehalis Basin 
Watershed.  MRC members might want to look at the publication they release.  Drops of 
Water  

e. Casey Dennehy:  The federal budget was released yesterday and it was bad.  Many 
important programs were zeroed out.  Proposals of phasing out finfish net pens has 
been proposed.  Democrats in the house are holding the proposal up.  He is suggesting 
people call Rep.  Brian Blake and speak to him about this.   

f. Mark Plackett:  USDA has grant money that could be used to develop a job fair if we 
could get a grant acceptance.   

g. Kevin Decker: If you have a tourism activity that is ocean focused, please let him know.  
The President’s budget will affect the elimination of the Public Service Loan Elimination.   

h. Lorena Maurer:  The board needs to promote new membership!! 
i. Kristina Hollatz:  Idea to a speakers series that highlights local school districts and the 

work they are doing.   
 

5) Next Meeting: 
a. March 13, 2018 

6) Public Comment: None Adjourned at 5:30pm 


